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Synopsis of State and Intelligence material reported to the President 


ISRAEL 


Hammarskjold held a press conference in which he favored a shift of 
the Sues transit problem to the International Court of Justice. Ben- 
Gurion is much upset over this statement and asked what could be done 
if the Secretary General questions the legality of the orders of the UN. 
Israel apparently will not request a special session of the General 
Assembly, but may well take the matter to the Security Council. 
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JORDAN-UAR-ISRAEL 


The UARhas alleged Jordanian harassment of Syria in the border area. 
Accordingly, they have cut off tbs Jordanian supply route through Syria 
and have stepped up propaganda attacks against King Hussein. Jordanian 
authorities have been restrained but have protested this action to the 
UN representative in the area. Meanwhile, tensions between the UAR 
and Israel result from air clash over the Sinai Desert on 7 June. 

Zorlu in Turkey has expressed the opinion that Nasser's prestige is 
declining rapidly in Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. He there- 
fore is creating this trouble, particularly with Israel, to attempt to 
forge Arab unity and support for himself. Zorlu believes the Egyptians 
genuinely fear Iraqi invervention in Syria. Zorlu also noted the in- 
creased prestige of Hussein in that country. He would like to have a 
jpin| meeting of the U.S. , U.K. and Turkey to discuss Middle Eastern 
matters. 



LAOS 

The situation with regard to the Pathet Laos battalion remains confused. 
Apparently it has slipped from the clutches of the Laotians and may now 
be moving toward the northern Vi*fc-Namese border. On 6 June the Laotian 
cabinet decided to release from house arrest the leaders of the NLHZ but to 
maintain surveillance. The Crown Prince is considering, however, re- 
versing this and prosecuting these leaders. 
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